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Wednesday 05 February 2014
10:30 - 11:00
Refreshments & Networking
11:00 - 11:05
President’s Opening Address
Speaker: Joerg Hofmann,
President, International Masters of Gaming Law and
Partner, MELCHERS law firm, Germany
11:05 – 11:45
Gaming Convergence
It has become fashionable to divide the gaming industry into
sectors: online and land-based. They have been viewed as
competitors in the same industry, but should they be viewed in
this manner? Are there undeveloped synergies between online
and land-based gaming? This panel will assess these questions
and, more generally, survey the convergence of online and landbased gaming.
Moderator: J. Kelly Duncan, Partner, Jones Walker, Louisiana
Speakers: Marc Ellinger, Partner, Blitz, Bardgett & Deutsch,
L.C., Missouri; Kevin P. Mullally, General Counsel and Director of
Government Relations, Gaming Laboratories International, LLC,
Missouri; Sue Schneider, Owner, eGaming Brokerage, Missouri;
Franz Wohlfahrt, CEO, Novomatic Group of Companies, Austria

11:45 – 12:15
Refreshments & Networking
12:15 – 13:00
Sports Betting
Numerous topics will be covered during this lively and interactive
session. Firstly the topic gaining most press will be discussed:
Sports Integrity with a particular focus on Europe and Asia. ‘Black
Market jurisdictions’, where there is no proper enforcement
against match fixing, will be a key discussion point. Tying in
with this, in-play betting will be canvassed. In this context, the
emphasis will be on whether the steps to prohibit in-play betting
are likely to reduce match fixing. Finally, updates on licensing for
sports betting products will be provided.
Moderator: Michael Lipton, Partner, Dickinson Wright, Canada
Speakers: Michael O’Kane, Chairman, European Sports Security
Association and Trading Director of Ladbrokes Plc, United
Kingdom; Mary O’Loughlin, Legal Counsel, Paddy Power Plc,
Ireland; Nick Tofiluk, Executive Director of Regulatory Operations,
Gambling Commission, United Kingdom; Philippe Vlaemminck,
Partner, ALTIUS and Chair EU, Lotteries, Gambling & Sport Law
Committee, Belgium
14:00 – 14:25
Refreshments & Networking
14:30 – 15:15
Emerging Jurisdictions
The focus is on emerging and newly emerged jurisdictions not
yet fixed on the world map of gaming, particularly jurisdictions
outside Europe and North America. These jurisdictions do
not all have fully developed gaming markets, but they have
the fundamentals in place, particularly large populations and
large economies, to become critical gaming markets in the
future. Particular attention will be paid to Brazil, India, Israel,
Japan, Singapore, Southeast Asia and the Peru.
Moderator: Robert W. Stocker II, Member, Dickinson Wright
PLLC, Michigan
Speakers: Ranjana Adhikari, Senior Associate, Nishith Desal
Associates, India; Tal Itzhak Ron, Chairman, Tal Ron, Drihem
& Co. – Law Firm, Israel; Jaime Varela Vidal, Partner, Varela &
Fonseca Abogados, Peru; Masayuki Watanabe, Partner, Miyake
& Partners, Japan

15:15 – 15:45
Refreshments & Networking
15:45 – 16:30
New Trends and Developments in Emerging
European Jurisdictions
This panel takes the chance to provide updates on the latest
regulatory trends and developments in a number of important
European jurisdictions. Distinguished panelists from Belgium,
Bulgaria, the Netherlands, Norway and the United Kingdom will
share, and compare, their views on the current happenings in
these jurisdictions.
Moderator: Tony Coles, Consultant, Jeffrey Green Russell
Limited, United Kingdom
Speakers: Justin Franssen, Head of Gaming, Sports &
Entertainment Practice Group, Kalff Katz & Franssen, Netherlands;
Atle Hamar, Director General, Norwegian Gaming and
Foundation Authority, Norway; Nadya Hambach, Attorney at Law,
Velchev & Co. Law Office, Bulgaria; Tatjana Klaeser,
Head of Gaming Law Practice, ULYS Law Firm, Belgium
16:30
President’s Closing Remarks

speakers

RANJANA ADHIKARI
Senior Associate, Nishith Desai Associates

Ranjana Adhikari is a Senior Associate at the multi-skilled, research based international law
firm, Nishith Desai Associates (www.nishithdesai.com). She is a member of the, Technology,
Media & Entertainment Practice Group (which also specializes in Gaming law and Intellectual Property Rights) and the International Arbitration & Litigation Practice Group at the firm.
Her practice focuses on intellectual property laws, media & entertainment laws and general commercial laws and has been involved in many cross-border media and technology
transactions. Adhikari is also integrally involved in a number of litigations and international
commercial arbitration matters in a range of sectors and industries including corporate, film
and music industry, cable manufacturing, automotive, and IT. She graduated from ILS Law
College, Pune and holds a Bachelors degree in law from the University of Pune. Adhikari is
a member of the Bar Council of Maharashtra & Goa.

TONY COLES
Consultant, Jeffrey Green Russell Limited

Tony Coles is a Consultant with Jeffrey Green Russell’s Gaming and Betting Department.
He enjoys an international reputation for the strength of his practice. Clients have spanned
a range of sizes and sectors and include a number of international household names in the
leisure industry. Coles regularly lectures to an international audience on gaming issues and
is a frequent contributor to gaming law periodicals and journals. He is a past President of
the International Masters of Gaming Law as well as being a member of the International
Association of Gaming Advisors, The Society for the Study of Gambling and the European
Association for the Study of Gambling. Coles has regularly contributed to the well-known
Internet Gaming Report. He is also a member of the Editorial Board of Gaming Law Review
and Economics.

J. KELLY DUNCAN
Partner, Jones Walker
J. Kelly Duncan is a partner in Jones Walker’s Admiralty & Maritime Practice Group
and is a member of the firm’s board of directors. He serves as the head of the firm’s
gaming practice and is integrally involved in the representation of major casino companies, manufacturers, suppliers and financial institutions. Additionally, Duncan has
more than 30 years of experience handling admiralty, maritime, and international and
customs law matters. He is the Immediate Past President of the International Masters
of Gaming Law and is a member of the International Association of Gaming Advisors.
He is listed in The Best Lawyers in America and Louisiana Super Lawyers in Gaming
Law and Maritime Law and is ranked in Chambers Global Guide in Gaming & Gambling and in Chambers USA – America’s Leading Business Lawyers in Gaming & Licensing and Banking & Finance: Marine Finance. Duncan has an A.B., cum laude, from
Georgetown University and a J.D. from Tulane University.
MARC H. ELLINGER
Partner, Blitz, Bardgett & Deutsch, L.C.

Marc Ellinger is a Partner in the firm of Blitz, Bardgett & Deutsch, LC, with offices in St.
Louis and Jefferson City, Missouri. This A/V rated firm has a civil practice with an emphasis
in government regulatory law, corporate law and finance and commercial litigation. Ellinger
has actively engaged in the representation of gaming clients since 1999. He represents

gaming licensees, including those operating gaming facilities and online platforms, key
personnel, and manufacturer/supplier licensees, on all facets of gaming, including licensing, relicensing, disciplinary matters, gaming transaction compliance matters, legislative
counsel and direct representation before the Missouri Gaming Commission. Ellinger regularly speaks and moderates at international gaming conferences on Social Gaming, Mobile
Gaming and other emerging gaming issues. Ellinger is listed in Best Lawyers in America
and also a licensed Certified Public Accountant. He has extensive experience in regulatory
matters regarding financial transactions as well as litigation experience representing gaming clients in regulatory actions and in the state courts of Missouri. Ellinger is an Officer of
the International Masters of Gaming Law.

JUSTIN FRANSSEN
Head of Gaming, Sports & Entertainment Practice Group,
Kalff Katz & Franssen

Justin Franssen and his highly specialised gaming team joined Kalff Katz & Franssen attorneys
at law early in 2013. He worked as legal counsel in Amsterdam and New York for a leading
gaming software company, before he was admitted to the Bar. He later founded the KPMG
European Gaming and Entertainment Services Group and co-founded www.gaminglaw.eu,
the key European portal on gaming law and regulation. Justin Franssen founded the Gaming,
Sports & Entertainment practice group at VMW Taxand which he headed for 11 years. He is
the Dutch member of the International Masters of Gaming Law. He sits on the editorial boards
of World Online Gambling Law Report and Gaming Law Review & Economics. He also sits on
the Advisory Boards of the Las Vegas University Gaming Law Journal and the International
Research Institute of Gambling and Gaming in Bonn, Germany. He frequently speaks at the
key international gaming conferences and writes extensively on the subject matter. Justin
Franssen received six consecutive band 1 rankings in Chambers Global Guide and positions
him amongst the top 20 gaming industry lawyers in the world. He speaks Dutch, English and
German. Franssen is an Officer of the International Masters of Gaming Law.

ATLE HAMAR
Director General, Norwegian Gaming and Foundation Authority

Atle Hamar is Director General for the Norwegian Gaming and Foundation Authority. He
has been deputy minister in the Ministry for Police and Justice Affairs, and has served as a
political advisor in the Ministry for Transport and Communication. Hamar has over 25 years’
experience with politics and state administration, and serves on various boards and committees. He was also the 2007 Chair of the International Association of Gaming Regulators.

NADYA HAMBACH
Attorney at Law, Velchev & Co. Law Office, Bulgaria
Nadya Hambach is a specialized gaming lawyer with more than ten years of experi-

ence and in depth knowledge of the gaming industry in Eastern Europe. Her expertise also
covers Corporate and Commercial Law, IP Law, Competition Law. Hambach was General
Counsel and Member of the Management Board of the Bulgarian Association of the manufacturers and operators in the gaming industry (BTAGI) and member of the EXCOM and
the Legal Committee of EUROMAT (European Gaming and Amusement Federation). Since
June 2012 she is Head of Entertainment and Gaming Law Department at Velchev and Co.
Law Office, a boutique law company based in Sofia and specialized in Telecommunications, Media Law, IP Law and Gaming and Entertainment Law. Hambach holds two L.LM
degrees – one from Sofia University (2004) and one from the University of London UCL
(2011). She is registered with Sofia BAR and Munich BAR as an European lawyer. Hambach
is a member of the International Masters of Gaming Law.

JOERG HOFMANN
Partner, MELCHERS law firm

Dr. Joerg Hofmann is senior partner of MELCHERS law firm in Germany with offices in
Heidelberg, Berlin and Frankfurt. He is the current President of the International Masters
of Gaming Law (IMGL) and the group leader of the gaming law practice group of his law

firm. Hofmann has practiced gaming law since mid of the 90th as one of Germany’s leading
gaming lawyers. MELCHERS’ legal advice is highly valued by global market leaders in all
sectors of gaming law. The firm’s scope of clients include operators, manufacturers and
suppliers of gaming equipment or devices as well as software and testing companies and
regulators. Joerg has been ranked as a “Leading Individual” in Gaming & Gambling by
Chambers Global in 2011, 2012 and 2013. Hofmann acts regularly as speaker or moderator in international gaming law conferences domestic and abroad. He frequently publishes
articles in international experts’ magazines and periodicals and serves as a member of the
editorial board of Gaming Law Review and Economics.

TATJANA KLAESER
Head of Gaming Law Practice, Ulys Law Firm

Tatjana Klaeser is the Head of the Gaming Law Practice at Ulys Law Firm for the French and
Belgian markets. She has broad experience in different areas of IP and IT law, especially
in the gambling sector. Klaeser advises both land based and online operators in matters
ranging from licensing to the development of tailor-made strategies for local markets. She
contributes to scientific research and publications within the area of gaming law, fair trade
practices, intellectual property and information technologies and is often interviewed as an
expert. Klaeser is further involved on an academic level where she has accepted a teaching position within the Sports Law Master course at the Aix-Marseille University. She is a
member of the Brussels Bar Association and of the International Masters of Gaming Law.

MICHAEL LIPTON, Q.C.
Senior Partner, Dickinson Wright, LLP

Michael Lipton is a Senior Partner of Dickinson Wright LLP, based in Toronto and heads
the Canadian gaming law group. For over 25 years, he has served as senior counsel on
several complex gaming law matters including advising on Requests for Proposals from
governments to operate commercial and charitable casinos and advising applicants who
seek registration with the gaming regulatory authorities throughout Canada. He regularly
represents and counsels gaming equipment suppliers, governments, racetracks, casinos,
First Nations and pari-mutuel operators in all aspects of gaming law from both a land based
and internet perspective. He has presented numerous papers on the various aspects of
gaming law at legal conferences and his gaming law articles have been published on a
global basis. Lipton was recognized by his peers for inclusion in Best Lawyers in Canada
and by Chambers Global for his expertise in gaming law from 2008 to 2014. He is a founding member of the International Masters of Gaming Law and past President. In 2011, the
Canadian Gaming Association presented him with an award for Leadership and Outstanding Contribution to the Gaming Industry.

KEVIN P. MULLALLY
General Counsel and Director of Government Relations, Gaming

Kevin P. Mullally is the Vice-President of Government Relations and General Counsel for
Gaming Laboratories International, LLC (GLI). He is GLI’s chief legal officer, and is responsible for all risk management policies for the company as well as supervision of all outside
attorneys and consultants. In addition, Mullally serves internationally as GLI’s primary liaison to elected and appointed officials at the federal, state and local level. As such he regularly interacts with regulatory agencies, key organizations devoted to developing gaming
and casino policy as well as senior level executives of gaming equipment manufacturing
companies, lotteries, pari-mutuel wagering facilities, social gaming companies and casino
operators. He provides GLI with 30 years of diversified leadership in law, management,
public policy, public relations, economic analysis, and organizational administration. Prior
to joining GLI, Mullally was the Executive Director of the Missouri Gaming Commission.
Previously, he served as General Counsel and Chief of Staff to Missouri State Senator Harry
Wiggins. Mullally serves on the Board of Directors of the National Center for Responsible
Gaming. He is a frequent teacher, author, and speaker on issues relating to administrative
and business law topics, public policy development, regulatory issues, and problem gambling. Mullally is a member of the International Masters of Gaming Law.

MICHAEL O’KANE
Chairman, European Sports Security Association
and Business Director, Ladbrokes PLC

Michael O’Kane joined Ladbrokes in 1975 as a Trainee Shop Manager after finishing at
University. He progressed through the organisation becoming Retail Operations Director in
1998. During that time he was responsible for the 2200+ retail betting shops operated in
the UK and Eire. In 2004 he became Trading Director responsible for all business channels;
Retail, Telephone and Internet. As Trading Director he managed a team of market makers
and traders, circa 120, covering all sports/events offered by Ladbrokes Retail and on-line
businesses. In addition he had specific management responsibility for high value customers. In 2012 he was appointed Business Director responsible for industry matters including
regulation, taxation and media contracts. O’Kane also holds the position of Chairman of
the European Sports Security Association (ESSA) which provides a betting integrity alert
system for the leading European betting operators both on-line and retail. In that role he
plays a leading role in global sports betting integrity. He also sits on the operator trade
bodies ABB, RGA, GBGA together with the Bookmakers Committee of the Levy Board.

MARY O’LOUGHLIN
Head of Legal, Paddy Power Plc

Mary O’Loughlin is the Head of Legal for Business Development and B2B at Paddy Power
plc (Paddy Power). Prior to pursuing a career in law, O’Loughlin studied business and economics in Trinity College Dublin (BA (Mod) in Economics and Social Studies (Hons)). She
trained as a solicitor in A&L Goodbody, a commercial law firm based in Dublin, following
which she worked as a commercial contracts lawyer in the Infrastructure & Construction,
Energy and Natural Resources Group within the firm, with a particular focus on the public sector and the infrastructure & utility sectors. O’Loughlin joined Paddy Power in 2010
as Legal Counsel for Paddy Power Plc. Her role currently involves providing legal advice
and support to the Business Development, B2B and Irish & UK Retail teams within Paddy
Power. Paddy Power’s legal team were recognised at the 2013 Irish Law Awards as the “Inhouse Legal Team of the Year”. O’Loughlin is a regular panellist at gaming law conferences.

TAL ITZHAK RON
Chairman, Tal Ron, Drihem & Co. - Law Firm

Tal Ron graduated from Haifa University School of Law (LL.B.) and Faculty of Computer
Science (B.Sc.), and further obtained a Master Degree in Computer Science from Bar Ilan
University (M.Sc). After working in the prestigious law firm of Gornitzky & Co., Ron with his
innovative spirit, became one of the first Israeli lawyers specializing in Gaming, Financial
Technologies and Online Capital practices, advising the top tier of international clients in
these fields. Over the years Ron gained extensive knowledge in Technology and High-Tech
law, International Taxation and Wealth Management. Today his international law firm, Tal
Ron, Drihem and Co., boasting a team of 18 highly seasoned lawyers operating from Tel
Aviv, London and British Anguilla, is one of the most competent in the industries of Gaming,
E-commerce and Financial Technology. Tal, as a member of International Masters of Gaming
Law (IMGL) provides legal consultation and representation to worldwide companies and assists numerous start-ups to become successful companies and major players in the industry.

SUE SCHNEIDER
Owner, eGaming Brokerage

Sue Schneider is one of the world’s leading experts on the internet gaming industry which
she began monitoring in 1995. Starting as an owner of leading gaming consumer portal
from ’95-‘99, she then launched River City Group, which produced the largest i-gaming
events in the world as well as key industry trade publications, such as iGamingNews.com
and the Internet Gambling Report. In July, ’06, River City Group was purchased by Clarion
Events, one of the UK’s largest event producers and Schneider remained as CEO/Americas
there until July ’08. She remains the principal of www.egamingbrokerage.com and consults on a variety of other independent projects in the industry. Schneider was a founder

and served as Chairman of the Interactive Gaming Council (IGC), a trade association, from
its inception in l996 until 2004. She currently serves as Editor-at-Large for Liebert Publications’ Gaming Law Review and Economics. In addition, she’s a partner with the US-based
conference www.igamingnorthamerica.com. She is a frequent speaker at international
gaming conferences and has testified to both the US Senate, the US House of Representatives as well as the National Gambling Impact Study Commission in that country. She is
a member of the International Masters of Gaming Law.

ROBERT W. STOCKER II
Member, Dickinson Wright PLLC

Robert W. Stocker II is a member of Dickinson Wright PLLC, which has offices in several
states, the District of Columbia and Toronto, Canada. He chairs the firm’s Gaming Practice
Group. He has an international practice in the areas of gaming, regulatory, corporate, and
alternative insurance programs law. He is an adjunct professor at Thomas M. Cooley Law
School. Stocker has been recognized by his peers for inclusion in Chambers Global, Best
Lawyers in America, and Michigan Super Lawyers for his expertise in gaming law, and he
has been elected a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. He is the editor and co-author
of The Michigan Gaming Law Legal Resource Book and the Regulation of Gaming in Michigan: A Practice Guide. Stocker is also the co-author of Chapter 25 of Collier’s Guide to
Chapter 11 Practice, entitled “Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Cases Involving Casino Businesses.”
He is a founding member and past president of the International Masters of Gaming Law.
Stocker is the Chair of the American Bar Association’s Gaming Law Minefield Conference
and has just completed three years of services as Chair of the Gaming Law Committee of
the American Bar Association. He is also a member of the Editorial Board of Gaming Law
Review and Economics; and a member of the International Association of Gaming Advisors.

NICK TOFILUK
Executive Director of Regulatory Operations, Gambling Commission

Nick Tofiluk is Executive Director, Regulatory Operations for the United Kingdom Gambling
Commission which he joined in November 2007. He has focus upon the development and
delivery of the Commission’s licensing, compliance and investigations activity and has lead
responsibility for the Commission’s sports betting integrity work, working with national and
international betting operators, law enforcement and sports associations. Tofiluk represents
the Commission at the International Olympic Committee, the Council of Europe and Interpol on ‘match fixing’ matters and led arrangements to manage sports betting risk at the
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Before joining the Gambling Commission,
he was an Assistant Chief of Police with extensive executive, operational command and
policy development experience. With portfolio responsibility for criminal intelligence matters he held positions as UK Director for the National Ballistics Intelligence Service, Chair of
the UK firearms Intelligence Committee, Vice Chair of the UK Firearms Strategy Group and
national Director of the Police National Database programme. Tofiluk holds degrees from
the Universities of Birmingham and Cambridge and an Advanced Diploma in Organisational
Management from Manchester University.

JAIME VARELA VIDAL
Partner, Varela & Fonseca Abogados

Dr. Jaime Varela Vidal a founding partner of Varela & Fonseca Abogados, dedicated to
business advice in areas such as Corporate Law Enterprise Restructuring, Notary Law,
Registral and Administrative, Civil, Civil Litigation, Mergers, Acquisitions, Law of Gaming
and Betting. Varela was born in Lima, Peru. He trained as a lawyer and graduated from
the Universidad Católica. Varela has a Master´s degree in Small and Micro enterprises,
Telecomunications and Legals Aspects of Internet Commerce. He is President of the Instituto Peruano de Derecho sobre Juegos de Azar y Apuesta (IPDJAA) and member of the
International Association of Gaming Advisors (IAGA). Arbitrator appointed by the Pontificia
Universidad Catolica del Peru (PUCP), Specialized in Commercial, Civil, Bankruptcy and
Legislation of Telecommunications and Gaming and Betting. Member of the IMGL (International Masters of Gaming Law). Varela speaks Spanish and English.

PHILIPPE VLAEMMINCK
Partner, ALTIUS

Philippe Vlaemminck heads the ALTIUS EU Regulatory and Trade Practice. He has more
than 25 years specialist experience in EU law (Regulatory and Litigation) and trade law (WTO
and anti-dumping) Vlaemminck has considerable litigation experience before the Court of
Justice of the EU and the EFTA Court and was among the first private lawyers who were
granted the right to appear in a WTO dispute settlement hearing. He is widely regarded as
a leading player in the current debate on gaming and gambling in the EU, and has been
involved in every gambling case before the CJEU and the EFTA court. Vlaemminck also
acts as a legal advisor to various EU Member States and operators. He regularly speaks on
gaming issues and is a frequent contributor to gaming law periodicals and journals such
as Public Gaming International (USA), European Gaming Lawyer (UK), IGaming Business
and World Online Gambling. He has been awarded the IMGL President Cup award 2010.
Philippe Vlaemminck is ranked top tier in Chambers Global 2013 – Gaming & Gambling. He
is a member of the International Masters of Gaming Law.

MASAYUKI WATANABE
Partner, Miyake & Partners
Masayuki Watanabe of Miyake & Partners is respected amongst legal commentators for
his skill in handling regulatory issues. He remains busy advising clients on risk
disclosure and the implementation of money laundering regulations. Watanabe’s
practice areas include banking, securities, insurance, capital markets, anti money
laundering regulations and gaming law. He is admitted as a Japanese lawyer Daini
Tokyo Bar Association. Watanabe has degrees from Tokyo University and from Columbia Law School. He has written many articles regarding banking, securities, insurance, civil law and other areas.
FRANZ WOHLFAHRT
CEO, Novomatic Group of Companies

Dr. Franz Wohlfahrt, born in 1959, was appointed General Manager of Novomatic AG in
2004. Under Dr. Wohlfahrt’s management, Novomatic, with headquarters in Austria, has
undergone continuous growth and has come to be one of the world’s leading integrated gaming groups. Dr. Wohlfahrt regards his main task at Novomatic as focusing on the
Group’s strategic alignment and market positioning. In particular, he would like to contribute towards achieving a balance between responsible regulatory policy and economic
sense in the area of legal conditions affecting the gaming industry.
The jurist and lawyer has earned the reputation of being an expert on both Austrian and
international gaming law, and the IMGL (International Masters of Gaming Law). In January
2010 he was the first European to be awarded “Gaming Executive of the Year“ by that
globally operating organization. Besides his activities at Novomatic, Dr. Wohlfahrt serves in
a number of capacities, for example, at the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, the Austrian
Industrialists’ Association or the Vienna Economic Forum. As Vice President of the Austrian
Tennis Association, Dr. Wohlfahrt is also involved in the promotion of popular sports. On
the 1st of January 2013, he was announced Honorary Consul of the Republic of Croatia in
Lower Austria.

upcoming
events
2014 Spring Conference

IMGL Reception at G2E Asia

IMGL Member Reception at
Global Gaming Expo (G2E)

2014 Autumn Conference

April 23 - 25, 2014
Manchester Grand Hyatt
San Diego, California

September 30, 2014
Las Vegas, Nevada

May 21, 2014
The Venetian Macau
Macau, China

October, 2014
Florence, Italy

For more information contact Melissa Triplett at IMGLdirector@aol.com
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